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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 13, 14, and 30-35 are pending; claims 13, 30, 32, and 34 independent. In 
the response filed April 20, 2007, Applicant has elected without traverse Group I 
consisting of claims 13, 14, 32, and 33. Claims 30, 31, 34, and 35 are hereby 
withdrawn from consideration as being directed to a non-elected invention. 

2. This action is a Supplemental action in response to the Amendment dated May 4, 
2007. The Office acknowledges the addition of claims 36-45. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on April 
20, 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S-C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 13, 14, 32, 33, and 36-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because they 
are not statutory. 
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5. Referring to exemplary claim 13, a claim is statutory if it produces a "concrete, 
tangible, and useful result" See State Street, 149 F.3d at 1373-74, 47 USPQ2d at 1601- 
02. As such an embodiment of the claim is that if there is no content associated with 
the page, then the claim does nothing. In this sense the result of the claim is the mere 
determination of whether or not a cache hit occurred, which does not provide a tangible 
or useful result. Correction is required. 

6. Claims 14, 32, and 33 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 13, 14, 32, 33, and 36-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Melamed et al. (US 2004/0128346) (hereinafter Melamed) in view of 
Lambert et al. (US 2002/0038350) (hereinafter Lambert). 

8. Referring to claim 13, Melamed discloses a computer program product with a 
client with a local cache (the Office construes the term local cache as a cache which is 



Application/Control Number: 09/871 ,444 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2143 

relatively closer to the client than the server) which, in response to receiving client input 
for content of a web page will determine if there is a cache hit (Figure 2, ref. 202), then 
determine if the content should be retrieved from the server (Figure 2, ref. 212) and 
transmit the request to a server (Figure 2, ref. 212, 216). Melamed does not disclose 
that the system will insert a unique identifier into the address. In analogous art, Lambert 
discloses another computer product for caching web pages which receives at a client 
input related to a request for content of a web page the request including an address for 
the web page (H 228-231); inserting a unique identifier into the address and transmitting 
the request to a server (U 228-231). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art to combine the teaching of Melamed with Lambert in order to provide an 
efficient method of ensuring that the server request is directly from the server by 
inserting a unique identifier into the address in order to ensure that no stale copies are 
received by any other proxy servers which might have a stale copy of the data and 
would return that data instead of from the original content server, thereby guaranteeing 
that the returned data is a newly retrieved content object from the server. 

9. Referring to claim 14, Melamed-Lambert discloses the invention substantively as 
described in claim 13. Melamed-Lambert do not explicitly disclose that the system 
determining whether the request is for a refresh of the current page or for a request for 
a previously displayed web page, however this feature is well known in the art to 
determine whether or not to serve a page from the cache or to retrieve a page from the 
server. By this rationale, "Official Notice" is taken that both the concepts and 
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advantages of providing for determining whether the request is a 'back' request or a 
current page refresh is well known and expected in the art. It would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to modify the teaching of Melamed-Lambert to include 
determining whether the request is a back request or a refresh request in order to aid in 
the determination of whether to service the page locally, since if the request is a back 
request, the page would have already been seen by the cache and would normally not 
be stale yet, thereby reducing unnecessary requests to the server. 

1 0. Claims 32 and 33 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

1 1 . Referring to claim 36, Lanbert discloses a URL to a content of a web page (H 
230). 

12. Referring to claim 37, Lambert discloses the address includes a query string, the 
unique identifier being appended to the address in the query string (i.e. a hyperlink is 
inherently a query string since once the user clicks upon the hyperlink, it requests the 
page from the server) 230). 

1 3. Referring to claims 38 and 39, Lambert discloses the unique identifier includes a 
random number (i.e. the timestamp includes a math.Random() function as a seed into 
the timestamp) (H 230-231). 
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14. Referring to claim 40, Lambert discloses the unique identifier includes an alpha- 
numeric representation (i.e. the Office construes the term "alpha-numeric 
representation" as any character string which includes at least one letter or number", 
such as a timestamp) 230-231). 

15. Claims 41-45 are rejected for similar reasons as stated above. 

Conclusion 

16. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joseph E. Avellino whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3905. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David A. Wiley can be reached on (571) 272-3923. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
systefOr^ll 800-781-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Joseph E. Avedlino, Examiner 
May 22. 2007 



